it could be seen from this that, if Jones could devote so much
time to the cause of culture and letters, it was certainly not at the
expense of legal studies Law was indeed a jealous mistress, and he
decided in 1771 that he should give up the pursuit of'polite literature/
Thus, his first love was law, and we find, whether in the earlier shorter
essays or in the later Ordinances of Menu, that what distinguished him
was a keenness to go to the sources and bring a humanistic outlook to
bear on his interpretation. While in India as judge of the Supreme
Court of judicature in Calcutta, he wanted that the Indian judicial system
should be preserved, and asserted that the Hindus had a right to be
governed by their own law. He even pointed out to the British
administration-which no other officer of the time had attempted-that
the rule of law should be based on mutual understanding, and not on
hostility and ignorance. It was this feeling that he expressed in the
most forceful terms in all his charges to the grand jury.

One finds, therefore, that the legal luminary was not untouched
by the humanist and that even in his role as a Judge, Jones strove, with
the passion and imagination of a pioneer, to bring England and India
together, and build bridges of understanding between them.
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